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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



% 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §§ 1 .56, 1 .97. and 1 .98, applicant submits 
herewith an Information Disclosure Statement along with the legible copies of the references listed 
on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 



These references were cited in the European Search Report issued on January 2, 2003 in 
a corresponding European patent application No. 02250154.8-2302, and in the Search Report 
issued on July 4, 2001 in the prior UK Application NO. GB 0100626.1 , priority to which is claimed 
in the present US Patent Application. Copies of the European Search Report and the UK Search 
Report are attached hereto. 



Inasmuch as the subject application has not yet received a final Office Action on the merits 
under 37 CFR 1.113, this information is believed to be timely filed under 37 CFR 1.97(c). 
Accordingly, consideration of the enclosed references is deemed proper, and therefore respectfully 
requested. 
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Enclosed herewith is a check in the amount of $ 180.00 to cover fee for filing this 
Information Disclosure Statement under 1.1 7(p). If any additional is required, authorization is 
hereby given to charge the amount of any such fee to the Deposit Account No.07-1 730, Docket No. 
21 1-214. A duplicate copy of this communication is attached for that purpose. 
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Gottlieb, Rackman & Reisman, P.C 
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Jeffrey M K^den 
Attorney for applicants 
Registration No. 31, 268 
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Attorney Docket Number: 21 1-214 



First Named Inventor: Michael Tombs 



Examiner Name: Barr, M. 



Application Number : 10/044, 798 



Filing Date: January 10, 2002 



Art Unit: 1762 
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US-4,981,249 


01.01.91 


Kawashima et al. 


See European Search Report 






US-3,303,983 


02.14.67 


G. D. Patrick etal. 


See European Search Report 






US-5,679,927 


10.21.97 


Greenfield et al. 


See UK Search Report 






US- 5,611,480 


03.18.97 


Ciniglio etal. 


See UK Search Report 
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US-5,604,333 


02.18.97 


Kennish et al. ^ ^ 


^ See UK Search Report 






US5.242.100 


09.07.93 


Q. ^ 

Weeks J±^ & 1 


\see UK Search Report 
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US-^,739,919 


04.26.88 


Van Den Brekel et a'^^ ^> 


UK Search Report 
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Name of Patentee or 
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A 


EP 0860229 


08.26.98 


Pillarhouse International 
Limited 


See UK Search Report 




A 


EP 0147000 


07.03.85, a _ 


Hollis Automated Inc. 


See European Search 
Report 
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C 


DE 19506874 


04.25.96 


ERSA LOETTECHNIK 
GMBH 


See European Search 
Report 




A 


JP 09107181 


04.22.97 


NISHIMURA TETSUO 


See European Search 
Report 
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JP 09323165 


12.16.96 


KOKKI-KK 


See European Search 
Report 
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10070360 


03.10.98 

j — -,'r.V m- 


TOSHIBA CORP. 


See European Search 
Report 



OTHER PRIOR ART-NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 
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